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SELECTMEN'S REPORT.
SNOW PATHS.
1S57.

1858

1858,

Feb.

13
18

Hiram

20

Edmund Adams,

2 00
3 90

Sargent,

George I. Choate,
James C. Taylor,

21 55
3d, plank

and

50
37
20
of 1856, 12 50
2 50
8 50

labor on bridge,
B. Eastman, plank for bridge,

Samuel Hatch,
William S. Emery,

bill

C. Morrison,
Isaac Chase,
J.

1 1
]

$243 98

NON-RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAXES.
1857.

Feb. 26

March 10
19

To paid John Gregg, working out N. R.
highway tax on list of 1856,
L. C. Stevens,

N. H. Brown,
James Reid,
George Moor,

John L.

"

"

"
"

'•

''

•'

Fletcher, "

"
"

Geo. A. Goodhue,
1858.

"

"

1 00
2 41
95
2 46
1 14
2 05
6 81

1858.

TEACHERS INSTITUTE.
1858.
Jan.

To

30,

paid

Hiram
for

Smart

Commissioner

$22 92

Teachers' Institute,

BOOKS AND STATIONERY.
1857.

July

Aug.

4,

To

27,

paid

W. H.

Fisk, Invoice
veyor's Books,

Goodale
printing

1858.
Feb. 20,

&

for

Sur-

5 25

Farnsworth

Town

Albin Beard

and

for

27 75

Reports.
tax

book

and

2 63

bills,

$35 63

TRANSIENT POOR.
185T.

Mar.

7.

To

paid Daniel Carr,

wood

for G. Alex-

1857.

INTEREST
1857.

PAID.

10

INSANE ASYLUM.
1857.

Dec;

3.

To

Asylum for board of
Rosanna Connor,
Insane Asylum for board of
Sarah Cowdrey,

paid Insane

37 31
151 06

$188 37

TOWN
1857.
Feb. 26,

Mar.

9,

To

OFFICERS.

paid Alfred Reynolds services as
Treasurer,
J. H. Adams, ser. as Auditor,
"
"
Alfred Boyd,
"
H. E. Eastman, "

20 00

E, G. Parsons, ser. as Superintending School Com.,
"
H. E. Eastman,
Israel Herrick ser. as Selectman,

F.

W.

"

Coffin,

"

II,

Samuel Clark

30,

P. B. Stevens, notifying

2d,

1858.
Jan.

Officers,

Feb. 20,

Edmund Adams ser. as
William C. Ela
N. H. Brown

"
"

Moses Webster

"

Town

5 00
Selectm'n 45 60
"
"
Collector,

32 75
37 94
73 35

^284 57

11

OUTSTANDING ORDERS.
To paid Outstanding

Orders,

State Tax,

County Tax.

12
177 55

Railroad Tax from State,
"
Literary Fund "

W.

J. Hall's note,

CR.

By

Paid Orders, drawn 1856,
"
1857,
Alexis Proctor's note,
William J. Hall's note.
Loss on exchange of bill,
Balance, Cash in Treasury,
'•'

13

DISBURSEMENTS.
To paid snow paths,
Roads and Bridges,
Non-resident

Highway Tax,

Abatement of Taxes,
Grave Yard,
Teachers Institute,
Books and Stationery,

61 49

22 92
35 63

Transient Poor,
Education,
Notes paid,

71
1577
2449
426
698
188

Interest paid,

Alms House,
Insane Asykmi,

Town

$561 92
243 98
95 24
79 37

Officers,

Outstanding Orders,

18

52
37
284 57
568 2
401 10
669 35
50
78 16
74 01
J

State Tax,

County Tax,
Loss in Treasury by exchange,
Balance in Treasury,
Miscellaneous,

50
79
50

$8538 22

RECEIPTS.
1857.

By Cash

in Treasury,

liiterary

Fund

in Treasury,

684 68
200 00

Amount received of

Collector on tax
of 1856,
2405 15
do., do., 1857,
2770 98
Railroad Tax from State,
177 55
Literary Fund from State,
119 00

Amount borrowed

for use of

Outstanding Orders,

Town, 1737 29
493 57
QO

14

15

TOWN OF DERRY;—CR.
1858.

Feb.

22,

By

Literary Fund
Uncollected Taxes,

200 00
3118 27
Amount due from George Warner,
5 17
"
"
38 75
J. Montgomery,
''
"
Charles Choate,
5 00
W. J. Hall's Note,
7 67
250 00
Cash invested in Liquors,
Order on County Treasury,
525 92
Amount due from County,
226 25
"
''

"

"

H D Karr,

"

Town of

"
"

School Dis. No.
»

5 90
5 00

Salem
"

6,

7,

Cash in Treasury,

Balance,

amount

Town

17 00
15 00
78 16

3498 09
1350 14

debt,

$4848

EDMUND ADAMS,

2^

3d, ) Selectmen

WILLIAM C. ELA,
N. H. BROWN,

i

of

> Dernj.

We, the undersigned Auditors, having examined the foi'egoing accounts as presented by the Selectmen, find them
corresponding
correctly cast, and satisfactory vouchers
thereto,

HENRY

E.

JOSIAH

H.

EASTMAN,
ADAMS,
ALFRED BOYD,

1
} Auditors.

)

16

REPORT OF LiaUOR AGENCY.
Submitted by C. C. Pai'ker, Agent.

Dr.
1858.
Feb. 18,

To

value Liquors, Casks, Measures, &c.
on hand 1857, Feb. 18,
Cash on hand Feb. 18, 1857,
Amount of bills of Liquors bought,
Agent's services.
Freight and Truckage,
Balance Cash on hand,

U25 00

527 74

Cr.

By Cash

received on sales of liquors

420 74

and casks,

Amount
hand,

of Liquors,

Casks, &c., on

107 00

17

Yokes and

chains,

18
Order on County, for support of pau-

625 92

pers,

Amount due from County,
"

"

"

"

do., do.,

226 25

.T.Montgomery,'
Charles Choate

38 75
5 00

Balance, actual expense of alms-house,

2503 90
344 48

$2848 38

In compliance with a vote of the town, we hereby reof the financial affairs of the
town for the past year.
At the closing of the accounts last year the balance
against the town was $1980,95, to which must be added
the unsetiled claims for snow paths, of $524,90 amounting to $2505,85 town debt at that time.
At the present time the unsettled claims are nearly equal
to those of last year, excepting snow paths.
The balance now against the town is $1350,14, consequently the liabilities of the town have reduced the past
year, $1155,71.
The actual expense of the Alms House as shown by the
balance sheet has been over $300,00.
This increase of expense has been caused by having to
provide for a greater number of paupers, by the difficulty
of obtaining remunerative employment for labor not needed on the farm, and by the depreciation in value (rather
than in amount) of personal property at the farm.
Respectfully submitted,
ADAMS, 3d,
) Selectmen
WILLIAM C. ELA,
of
}
spectfully submit our report

—

EDMUND

NATHANIEL

H.

BROWN,)

Derry.

EEPOET
OF THE

SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE.

DISTRICT NO.

1.

David Stinson.

Prudential Committee,

Summer Term,

Miss E. A. Marshall, Teacher.
16 weeks.

Length of School,

Whole No.

39

of Scholars,

32

Average Attendance,

Not absent,

4

NotjTardy,

21

Neither absent or tardy, 3,

Mary E.

Everett, Annette Sterens

and

Laura H. Stinson.

The management of the school was gentle and
ly deportment of the teacher succeeded in

pupils.

It

studies.

was

At

also sufficient to secure

persuasive.

The kind-

winning the confidence of her

good order and attention

to

the examination the recitations in most of the classes were

unusually prompt and accurate, evincing a degree of carefulness and
thoroughness in the instruction in these branches, not so fully apparent
in the reading.

Winter Term,
Length of School,
Whole No. of Scholars,
Average Attendance,

Not Absent,
Not Tardy,

Andrew

J. Marshall, Teacher,

12 weeks.
53

45
23

24

20
Neither Absent or Tardy 7, Mary F. Alexander, Julia W. Eastman, Martha A. Everett, Mary E. Everett, Laura H. Stinson, George
Carr, W. Bentley Varnum.
The several classes in reading showed the thorough training they had
received in the elementary principles of this important branch of school

Many bad

education.

faults observed at the first visit, vrere

found at

the second examination to have been, at least for the present, laid aside.

Much and

had been given

successful attention

nunciation.

The

class in the 4th

pecially in emphasis

and

much

vs^ith

to distinct

Reader seemed

to

and exact pro-

have been drilled es-

Other branches of study

benefit.

prompt
and accurate answers generally, to the inquiries made.
Mr. Marshall has not the ambition, as a teacher, to "sA-i/i" over a
great territory, but rather to cultivate thoroughly a more limited field,
and in this way prepare some portion of ground for permanent productiveness in future.
This may cost more and «how less, but it is un-

received appropriate attention, and the classes examined gave

doubtedly the true theory of teaching, as

it is

DISTRICT NO.

of farming.

2.

John Porter.

Prudential Committee,

Summer Term,

Miss Hannah S. Howe, Teacher.

Length of School,
Whole No. of Scholars,
Average Attendance,

16 weeks.
,

32

Not Absent,
Not Tardy,
Neither Absent or Tardy,

From

the teacher's report

it

.46

2
appears that

many

of the scholars Avere

disposed to do as they pleased, rather than as they ought.

More than

one third of the whole number were absent, on an average, all the time,

and nine hundred and ninety instances of tardiness are on the record.
It should be observed,

marked

for tardiness

however, in reference to

this,

that Miss

Howe

and absence every half day as required by her

which very few other teachers did. But, notwithstanding the
unpromising delinquency in attendance, the end of the sixteen weeks

Register,

found the various classes in the school conbiderably advanced, not only
as to the ground gone over, but as to knowledge of the subjects attend-

ed

to.

This was particularly observable in the classes in Reading and

those in Arithmetic.

Winter Term,
Length of School,

Whole No.

of Scholars,

Average Attendance,

Benj. Warner, Teacher.

12 1-5 weeks.
64
60

—

21
Not Absent,
Not Tardy,

25
26

Neither Absent or Tardy, 25, Charles Barrett, Augustus Barrett,

Frank Barrett, Henry Barrett, George Barrett, Clarence Barber, ElWarren Coffin, Judson Kempton, Charles Kimball, Decatur McCarter, George Merrill, George Reed, Henry Storer, Washington

bridge Clark,

Gregg, John Mahaffey, Alice Cate, Elizaette Cate, Hattie Coffin, Hattic

Dinsmore, Sarah Nichols, Hattie Barber,
er,

Lucy

Mary

Barber, Martha J. Stor-

J. Clark.

This school was characterized by great interest and devotion to their
work, as might be inferred from the record of attendance. The examination at the close of the term was one of unusual interest, and attracted a house full of the people of the District,

and scholars from oth-

er schools.

In Reading, the lower classes were somewhat hurried and careless in

—

manner perhaps under the exhilaration of the circumstances
and did not appear to advantage. The class in the 4th Reader were
more happy were fluent, yet careful correct and expressive in approThe classes generally were very fapriate modulation and emphasis.
miliar with the books which they had studied. Those in Arithmetic
were very prompt and correct in their recitations, and the class in Greenleaf, in particular, were remarkable for their intelligence and accuracy
their

;

;

in the explanation of the •principles of Arithmetic as well as in the so-

Extra time has been given in the evenings, at the

lution of examples.

school house, to the study, principally, of Arithmetic.

Mr. Warner

is

not afraid ofithorough culture, though

"

WHY?"

it

require time,

to his

which guarded the entrance
have been the master key

truth.

Three fourths of the scholars have the mark of their teachers

perseverance and hard work.

humble temple of science seems to
which unlocked to the inquisitive minds of

appi'obation for " moral deportment" and

same

for

his pupils

many

a precious

more than half of them the

" habits of study."

DISTRICT NO.

3.

John Folsom.
Mahaffy, Teacher.
Summer Term.

Prudential Committee.

Miss

J.

C.

Length of School.

Whole No.

10 weeks.

of Scholars

.^.34

26

Average attendance

Not absent

6

;

Not tardy

Neither absent or tardy 5

phy, Augusta

W.

:

11

Josephine Bradford, Abbie AY. Mur-

Kenney, James McGregor, Frank McGregor.

22
Autumn Term.
Length of School

Whole No.

12 weeks.

of Scholars

33

Average attendance
Not absent 2, Not tardy
Neither absent or tardy, 2

23.

13.

Isaac McGregor, Frank McGregor,

;

In both terms the School was quiet and orderly, out of doors as well

The instruction given was intelligent and acThis was particularly observable in
The reading in Sargent's 4th Book, was exact in pronun-

as in the School room.

cording to
Arithmetic.
ciation,

improved methods.

and corrrect

in

modulation.

And

the final examinations of

both terms evinced decided progress and improvement in the different
branches taught.

Twenty

scholars have the

mark

of approved moral deportment.

DISTRICT NO,
Summer Term

Miss. E. B. Coolidge, Teacher.

Length of School

Whole No.

4.

John B. Taylor.

Prudential Committee

10 weeks.

of Scholars

41

Average attendance

37

Not absent
Not tardy

38

5

Maria Boynton ,^ Martha D. Taylor,
Harry H. Taylor, De Witt Bodwell.
visit, leaving out of sight a very un-neat School room,

Neither absent or tardy 6:

Helen L. Taylor,

At

the

first

some of the appearances gave hopeful indications of a successful School,
and in the department of Reading, the result justified reasonable exConsiderable improvement was manifest in distinct articupectations.
lation, and correct pronunciation, and in the proper modulation of voice.
But the classes in the other branches, except, perhaps, those in Colburn's
Arithmetic and in Intermediate Geography were hardly up to the average at the end of a ten weeks' School.

Winter Term
Length of School

Whole No.

Alexis Proctor Teacher.

8 weeks.

50

of Scholars

Average attendance

47i
28

Not absent
Not tardy

24

Samuel Wilson, Isaac N. Wilson,
Stark H. Davis, Frank A. Taylor Harry H. Taylor and Helen L. TayNeither absent or tardy 6

lor.

:

Mr. Proctor entered upon

his duties

with characteristic zeal and at

" Every

once had the whole school in hearty sympathy with him.
scholar seemed determined to do his best."

Some undesirable

such as noisy studying, were laid aside,

is

it

habits,

hoped, abandoned.

A

high degree of regular and punctual attendance was secured. Every
scholar has the marJc of the teacher's approbation for moral deportment and habits of study. Undoubtedly, the final examination would
have given ample proofs of the interest and industry which prevailed in
good progress and improvement in the diiFerent studies, but a sad bereavement of the teacher cut short the term unexpectedly, and no examination was had.

DISTRICT NO.
Prudential Committee

5.

John Lowe

Miss. Caroline Boynton

Teacher.

Summer Term.
Length of School

Whole No. of

10 weekg.

scholars

30

Average Attendance

29

Not absent
Not tardy,

28

5

Neither absent or tardy, 5 Sarah Wilson, Lizzie Wilson, EliJohnson, Aaron Wilson, and James Wilson.
:

za

Autumn Term.
Length of School
Whole No. of Scholars
Average Attendance

^

8 weeks.

23
18

Not absent
Not tardy

19

Neither absent or tardy
In the Summer, at the first visit, the School was orderly. At the second visit the School room was very neat laudable effort had been made
to add by art, to its natural beauties.
The scholars evinced considerable improvement in reading, and in the other branches, appeared well,
;

generally.

The School in Autumn, at the first visit was noisy and disorderly,
and had not improved at the second visit. The first class in Adams'
Arithmetic could solve the examples, but explain nothing. The first
class in Grammar had learned considerably.
The moral deportment of most of the scholars in Summer received
the approval of their teacher, but few of them in Autumn received this
honorable distinction.

The Autumn Term can hardly be considered successful.
That new School House is still one of the things to be how long?

—

24
DISTRICT NO.

6.

Prudential Committee

George

Miss. LuELLA Griffin

W.

Eastman.
Teacher.

,

Summer Term.
Length of School

Whole No.

10 weeks.

of Scholars

12

Average Attendance
Not Absent

9^

Not tardy

5

Neither absent or tardy

Autumn Term.
Length of School
Length of School
Whole No. of Scholars
Average Attendance

8 weeks.
8 weeks.

13

10

Not absent
Not tardy

2
3

Emily E. Warner and H. C. Clark.
This District have furnished themselves with a new and convenient
School House, and the Scholars must enjoy much its comforts and advantages. And the people of the District must feel amply repaid for
the money and labor expended by the mere looks ol^so nice a School
House in their neighborhood, aside from the substantial benefits which
it will in many ways afford them and their children.
Miss Gi'ifSn had charge of both terms of the school, but was obliged
from illness in the latter part of the Autumn term to supply her place by
Neither absent or tardy 2

;

a friend, Miss Julia A. Cslby. At the final examination the classes in
Arithmetic, Analysis and Geography, answered well the questions put

The reading was to a considerable extent hurried and careand of course incorrect, qualities which evince a deficient instruction and example heretofore in this important branch.
Approval of moral deportment in about the same number as the avto them.

less,

erage attendance.

DISTRICT NO.

7.

Prudential Committee

Summer Term,
Length of School

Whole No.

Miss

Abby

F.

Daniel Day.
Kimball, Teacher.
12 weeks

32

of Scholars

Average attendance

29

Not absent
Not tardy.

27

9
.

.

.'.

Neither absent or tardy 9

;

Mary

J.

Page, Rosanna H. Bean»

.

25
Almira Evans,

Lizzie

A. Hayes, Anna

J.

Dean, Fidelia Hayes, Harry

Herrick, Lucien Page, Jesse Drew.

Miss Kimball appeared to have labored faithfully, and not without

She

success.

effected

and the several

considerable change for the better in reading,

other branches taught showed at the ex-

classes in the

amination that they had endeavored to a considerable extent to improve
Nineteen are approveed for moral deportment.

their time.
close of the

went

Summer Term

After the

House was burnt and the scholars
Winter School. Preparations are mak-

the School

to other districts for their

new House.

presumed that this District also will
and advantage of a new
School House, with modern improvements and convenien-

ing to build a

Tfc

is

hereafter share with several others the honor

and

tasteful

ces.

DISTRICT NO.

8.

Prudential Committee

Charles Hills.

Summer Term Miss M. F. Woodward, Teacher.
Length of Schoql
Hi
Whole No. of Scholars
47
Average attendance
38
Not absent
2
Not tardy.
20
Neither absent or tardy 2 Sarah A. Greeley, James F. McMurphy.
This District always has good schools, and the scholars ought thereComparfore, to be unusually advanced and proficient in their studies.
:

ed with

many

from term
it

to

of the Districts this

for children to

is

is

And

the case.

yet, the schools

term show, (what most other schools do also) how easy
forget

what they had,

as

was supposed, pretty

thoroughly learned.

The Summer Scheol was a very
teacher and scholars

and

fidelity to

;

apply to

work on the part of both

duty during that term, but also of previous advantages,

the good effects of which had
will

successful

giving evidence not only of intelligence, interest

all

by no means died

These remarks

out.

the exercises of the examination, and with emphasis

to those in the department of reading.

Winter Term. George
Length of School,
Whole No. of scholars
Average attendance

I.

Choate, Teacher.
>

8 weeks.
.49

47|
46

,

Not absent
Not tardy
Neither absent or tardy 15
ness,

.20
:

Hannah

J. Greeley

Emma

L. Jen-

Joseph Arnold, Joeeph A. Bailey, William G. Baker, Orrin Ba-

26
kcr,

Samuel P. Clark. Frank A. Dickey, Myron P. Dickey, Samuel D.

Jennese, Gilman D. Jenness, Charles B. Goss.

In the Winter School the reading was marred by some carelessness of
also in respect to proper
modulation and expression. There was also marked deficiency in spella few of the scholars, in pronunciation, and

ing in a portion of the School.

But the recitations in the other branchwere for the most part very accurate and thorough, showing interested and faithful attention to these studies.
The heavy ordnance,
es

Adams' and Greenleaf's Arithmetic's were reserved for the last part of
sundown guns but the day was so far spsnt that
this important arm of the aervice had to be dismissed without the pririlege even of a review.
They would doubtless have done credit to
themselves if they had had the opportunity.

—

the afternoon, the

DISTRICT NO.

9.

George F. Adams.

Prudential Committee,

Summer Term,
Miss Lucinda J. Gregg, Teacher.
Length of School,
Whole No. of Scholars,
Average Attendance

Not
Not

9 weeks.
.31,

27.
8.

absent,

12.

tardy,

Neither absent or tardy, 2

:

Chas. E. Shute,

Wm.

Bly.

Winter Term.
Miss Fannie E, Parker, Teacher.
Length of School,
Whole No. of Scholars
Average Attendance,

Not absent,
Not tardy,

9 weeks.
45.
35.
9.

32.

Neither absent ©r tardy, 8 ; Helen S. Adams, Lucy E. Adams,
Lydia Mills, George A. Webster, Robert Alexander, Harvey Alexander,
Sullivan E. Kimball, Charles E. Shute.

The scholars in this District had good opportunities, both in Summer
and Winter, and they derived benefit from them. The Teachers appeared devoted to their work. The order was good, except at the be
ginning of the Winter school. Some deficiency of voice was noticed in
Summer, and some improprieties in pronunciation in the Winter.
The advance in the various studies and the familiarity with the portions of the books gone over during the terms, as evinced at the examinations, were creditable. The classes in arithmetic especially appeared
to have been well instructed in the principles as well as the rules.

The

,

27
geography should also be spoken of with special commendaThe answers, generally, to questions in examination were prompt
and accurate. The exercises were varied with singing and declamation
and in Winter the room was made pleasant by a wreath of evergreen
around it,
classes in
tion.

DISTRICT NO.

10.

Prudential Committee,

.Robert Adams.
Miss Orpah Glark, Teacher.

Length of School,

Whole No.

10 weeks.

Scholars,

17.

Average attendance,

14.

Not absent,
Not tardy,

.'3.

3.

Neither absent or tardy, 3

:

Sarah Hatch, Mary E. Clark, and

Joseph Richardson.
This District needs a pleasant school house, with an airy room, conIf the present place ig retained another school should
without the windows being fixed so as to be let down
It cannot be conducive to health to confine fifteen or

venient seats, &c.

not be held in

it

for ventilation.

twenty persons day after day for weeks in a low room and in hot air which
unchanged, soon becomes putrid from breathing and bodily exhalations.

A

little

expense

now may

money

save a deal of suffering and

hereafter.

Circumstances prevented the second visitation of this school.

It is,

however, represented to have proceeded pleasantly and satisfactorily to
The teacher reports, " the moral and mental habits of
all concerned.
the scholars

was very good."

DISTRICT NO.

11.

Tappan R. Robie.
Summer Term.
Miss A. D. Gregg, Teacher.

Prudential Committee,

Length of School,

Whole No. of

8 weeks.

Scholars,

28.

Average attendance

Not
Not

23.

absent,

2.

,

tardy,

6.

Neither absent or tardy,

1

:

Frank Lincoln.

Autumn Term.
Length of School,
Whole No. of Scholars,
Average attendance,
Not absent,

11 weeks.

28.
22.
,

Q.

.

28
Not tardy,

5.

Neither absent or tardy,

The room
tilated in

in

which

many ways.

this school

Ventilation

0.

was taught
is

is

reported sufficiently ven-

doubtless good, but there are other

things desirable in a school room, especially in cold weather.

The second term was considerably interrupted by whooping cough.
The final examination at the close of the second term was very satisfactory the scholars having made marked improvement in several important qualities of good reading, such as, correct and distinct pronunciation, and expressive modulation of the voice.
The classes in arithmetic and geography were also worthy of favorable mention. We had
some noticeable effi^rts at juvenile oratory. The children, mostly young,
appeared neat, orderly and capable of learning. There are some inti-

—

mations of a "model" school house in this

district,

when

the right time

comes.

DISTRICT NO.

12.

Prudential Committee,

Jolan Moore.

Rosetta Wason, Teacher.

Whole No. of Scholars,
Average attendance,
Not
Not

absent,

tardy,

Neither absent or tardy,

14.

11
0.
0.

0.

Here is also a new, pleasant and convenient school house, a small
but well disposed school, and a teacher who has given so good satisfacsame place before, that her services were in demand again.
The seholars seem not to have been as regular and punctual in attendance as in most other districts. The examination showed that a good
degree of attention had been given to the different branches taught.
Much of the reading was appropriate. The classes in Colburn's & Holbrook's Arithmetics were very prompt and correct. Those in Adams's
and Greenleaf's Arithmetics could recite the rules well, but were not

tion in the

suflSciently practiced in eocplaininrj their examples.
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GENERAL REMARKS.
SCHOOL HOUSES.
One

ancient edifice

—that in No. 7—haa

untimely end during the year.

Peace to

come

to

if

not an

A new and,

doubt-

a violent,

itsaslies.

improved one will soon more than supply its place.
New School
Houses have been built in Nos. 6 and 12 pleasant, roomy, and adapted to their design. The town is fast taking rank with the more pub
less,

—

lie spirited in this respect,

and

will before long, it

a neat, convenient and comfortable

—

if

not in

is

hoped, look upon

all cases, in

the

highest

and grounds in every district.
thrift and intelligence in a com-

sense, superior School House, attachments

There is no surer mark of enterprise,
munity than tasteful and comfortable school houses, with suitable conveniences in and out of doors and any community singularly mistakes

—

own

its
it

interests as well as culpably neglects those of its children

to prevent timely

and

settle in
its

No

a town full of tumble

down

And

them.

liberal provision for

apply undoubtedly to towns as well as to
in

when

allows disagreement as to situation or parsimonious considerations

school houses

notions of popular education and niggardly

one but people of the same kidney.

the remark will

Who

districts.

And

—which

wants to
narrow

is

inproviding for

as changes are

made

it ?
it

will be just this kind of people that a parsimonious suicidal policy will

be continually bringing in to a town.
first

questions, perhaps the very

gent man,

who

schools ?

and very

is

first,

On

the other hand, one of

—

new home, will ask, is this Have you good
some neighbor Bricket in showing him round

seeking a
likely

the

that a high-minded and intelli-

make it convenient to pass the finest looking school house he can.
With everything right in school facilities (and in those for meeting

will

—

also,

which are sure

to

be connected with them)

—a town

will, as

a

general thing, be likely to lose nothing, but on the other hand, to better itself continually

who

by the changes made.

And

the property holders

are often inclined to object most to expenditures in this direction

men

to be the most benefitted in their pecuniary interest and
who should object. I submit to the consideration of every
property holder in the town whether school houses and schools of the

are the

are the last

30
some favored portions of the country
town to a figure far
above the increased expenditure requisite to make them so and this in
addition to other various and invaluable advantages, but which cannot
be estimated in money.

first

order, such as they are in

would not soon

raise the value of real estate in the

—

INTEREST OF THE PEOPLE OF THE DISTRICTS IN THEIR
SCHOOLS.
Several of our School Districts
terest in the character

fore been careful,

have for years manifested a lively

and progress of

their schools.

They have

generally, in the selection of their teachers

in-

there-

—have

furnished convenient and comfortable school houses, and supplied the
school rooms with a valuable portion of
ties,

many of the important facilinow provided for schools in

such as maps, books of reference, &c.,

Webster's Large Dictionthe more enlightened parts of the country.
arv and a series of mural maps, are furnished in Nos. 1,2,8 and 9,

and the maps only in Nos, 4 and 7, and a library of 20 volumes in No.
It is the matured judgment of the best friends of popular educa5.
tion everywhere, and the experience of our teachers and school committees sorroberate it, that aids of this kind are far more valuable to
It is therelearners than the small sums of money which they cost.
fore a Misjudged economy that withholds them from the schools to
which they are not furnished. This might even be increased to some
extent in all

the schools with

and blocks

least, of globes

decided advantage

—the

providing, at

and a limfound that the

for the illustration of arithmetic

ited supply of philosophical apparatus.

It is generally

who manifest most interest in their schools in other ways, show
by frequent calls at the school room to observe the condition of
the school and encourage by their sympathy and appreciation, the
Especially at examinations they often crowd
teachers and scholars.
the school room and give great animation and interest to the occasion.
Scholars are thus led to place a higher value upon their school priviown appreciation and
lefj-es, and become more ambitious to prove their
seniors
in
the
community
and their own best
their
what
of
use
faithful
people
it

also

—

friends especially so greatly praise.

Several

of the examinations this

winter have had the interesting spectacle of whole schools from neigliborino- Districts coming with their teachers to witness the interesting
exercises.

This

is

undoubtedly the right

and extended and there
the character of

spirit.

Let

it

be increased

will not be reason long for complaint respecting

common

schools.

—

—

—
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ATTENDANCE.
Several years since the attendance

upon our schools was irregular

only about two thirds of the whole being the average constantly presAnd perhaps a still grer ter want of punctuality in attending
ent.

promptly at the hour. With a view to remedy this, as far as might be,
the plan was adopted to make honorable mention in the annual report of the Superintending School Committee, of those scholars who

had not been

either absent or tardy

especially the present year,

is

a single instance.

in

very gratifying.

The

result,

In the winter schools of

Nos. 2, 4 and 8, nearly the whole body of the scholars were constant in
attendance, and in all the schools 138 are reported not absent, 227
not tardy and 81 neither absent or tardv, while the average attendance

has been in

Summer 317 from a whole No. 371 and

a whole No. 358

in winter

309 from

— making the aggregate average for the year 616, from

the whole No. of scholars 729.

This

is

obviously progress in the right

direction.

REGISTERS.
These are provided by the

State.

kept carefully and accurately
tinctly answered

and the

They are required by law to be
and dis-

every question to be faithfully

registers to

be returned to the Superintend-

ing School Committee by the teacher at the close of school before the
teacher can be lawfully paid for services.

A

few of the teachers have been grossly negligent both as to fullness

For example, in the report of one of the summer
No. of days attendance seems to have been put down at
hazard without any attempt at correctness. Almost all the teachers

land

accuracy.

schools, the

this year

have overlooked a new provision, requiring the absence and
marked and reported for each lialf day of the school

tardiness to be

only three of the registers are correct in this particular, and they of
course as that for the

summer

ber of instances of tardiness.

in

No. 2, give a disproportionate num-

Careful attention should De given this

point in future.
It

may

be deemed useful for the School Committee to embody in their

report in future years a tabular digest of all the Registers, so that the

town can

see at one

view the relative standing of the schools and

tricts.

The Text Books recommended

—

for use in

our Schools are

In Reading. The Bible, Sargent's Standard Readeri.
Spelling. Sargent's Standard Speller.

—

dis-

.32

—
—

Penmanship. The Lowell Writing Books.
Ahitumetic. Emerson, Holbrook, Colburn's First Lessons, Adams'
Improved and Greenleaf'e National.
Grammar. Towers Elements, Quackenbos' English Composition, Weld's

—
Colton &
Geography.— Cornell's
Outline Maps.
History. — Goodrich's History United
Physiology. — Cutler's Physiology.
Dictionary. —Webster's.
Grammar, and Green's Analysis.
Series,

Fitch's Physical Geography,

Bliss's

States.

Respectfully Submitted

E. G.

PARSONS,

Superintending School Committee.

Derry, March 2, 1858.
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book:

BI3SriDEIl.-Y,

BliRKBOOK&PlPEBBOIMUOriCTORI
4 Methodist Church Block, Manchester, X. H.
«
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-
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THE CITIZENS OF

Are

respectfully invited to call at the

Old Stand, known

to all as

x^xs3s.'s iBoo:^sa7oxi.:E3,
Where

they will find the largest and best Stock in the State, of

BOOM, STATIOIEM,

flM

GOODS, PERIOIIKAIS,

PAPER HANGINGS,
BORDERS, ^WINDO^V SHADES. &C.,
We have the largest
shire,

and best stocked Establishment

in

New Hamp-

keep constantly employed a large number of workmen

in the

manufacture of

BLANK BOOKS, PAPER BOXES,
and

many

different kinds of articles.

ir7=REMEMBEE THE OLD STAND, .^

No. 4 Methodist Church Block,
FISK & STEARNS.
WILLIAM H. FISK.

CHAS. H. jSTBAKXS

FISK & GAGE,
BOOK, JOB AND 0RNAM[NT&1

No.

85

Merchants'
MANCHESTER,

All

Exchange,

N. H.

Work Warranted to be done in the Best Manner.

Rsaiefflbei'

85 Icrcliants' Excliangc, over Perry's Drug Store, Corner of

Wjf. H. EISK,

Elm and Manchester

H. A.

^

Sts,

GAGE.

FISK~& STEARNS,
SLIESS, BOOmm SmiOMS, SOOOIKi,
AND
••••

No. 4

•••

METHODIST CHURCH BLOCK,
MANCHESTER,

N. H.

DEALERS IN

SCHOOL,

CLASSICAL,

THEOLOGICAL,

MEDICAL

AND MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS.
Staple and Fancy Stationery, Paper Hangings,
Tj^isrc^zr aooiDS, FjA.istg'^ bossies, etc.
All

WM.

H.

Goods

nsK,

at

Wholesale or Retail at the

LOWEST PRICES.
CHAS. H. STEAKX«.

